18t Thromde Tshogde Session of 3" Local Government Election
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Date: 07/06/2021

Time: 9.30 AM to 12.30 PM

Venue: Virtual

Participants: Thrompon
Executive Secretary
Five Division Heads
Six Tshogpas
Three Section Heads
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In accordance to the Section 2.1 of the clause 2 under Chapter 2 of the
Local Government Act of Bhutan, “The first session of the Local
Government session shall be held not later than one month from the date
of declaration of election results and the date for the first session for Gewog
Tshogde and Thromde Tshogde shall be decided by their respective
Chairpersons”. Therefore, the 1st Session of Thromde Tshogde of 3rd
Local Government Election of Phuentsholing was decided to be held on
7th June 2021. The session was instructed to be held virtually by the
Department of Local Governance and Southern Task Force Committee in
view of the pandemic and lockdown enforcement in Phuentsholing.

The Session began at 9.45 AM with the introductory note from the
Thromde who also congratulated the newly elected LG members. The
program for the meeting was displayed on the screen as an information to

the participants.
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The Tshogde Chairperson kicked off the formal Tshogde session with the
welcome note. Dasho expressed his gratitude to the civil servants and the
Tshogpas for adopting to the virtual meetings in times of pandemic where
physical gatherings are next to impossible. The participants were also
briefed on the importance on bringing up innovative ideas for enhancing
the decision making and undisrupted public service delivery. Dasho also
touched briefly on the issues faced by the public of Phuentsholing as well
as the Management.

The welcome note ended with Dasho thanking the Civil Servants and the
Tshogpas for rendering their cooperation on successful implementation of

this meeting.
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Agenda 1.1: Nomination & Appointment of Dy. Chairperson of

Thromde Tshogde
ﬁ«ngx‘ Nqu«vq}@:q‘\]-?{q]mé\;aqgjﬁammvgq-@ A4 3 @aar | Discussion In line with the section 2 (d) of clause no._2 under chapter
o, o ('Y Eemardnaasy Rk 'ETR'?!' - 2 of the LG Act of Bhutan, the Chairperson of the
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RAR'RRAY AN [IARG AR WK N RGN TN FR AN
ﬁaﬂwﬁ j a 1R j . i N responsibilities of the Dy. Chairperson were also briefed
TRNRFARRAR AR FUHISAIXTGANGRAR FREY' prior to the nomination and appointment.
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A i i ™ A The other members nominated Mrs. Pompha Devi
Ghalley, Pekarzhing Tshogpa to be nominated as Depuy
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endorsed the unanimous nomination of Mrs. Pompha
Devi Ghalley, Tshogpa of Pekarzhing as the deputy
chairperson to the Thromde Tshogde.
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Agenda 1.2: Presentation on the Approved Budget, major activities
and expenditure for the financial year 2020-2021 by the Finance

Division.
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Presentation

The Finance Division made an informatory presentation
on the approved budget for the financial year 2020-2021
and also on the major activities for the same financial
year. The presentation included on the information on the
budget which couldn’t be utilized for the approved
activity in 2020-2021 and has to be surrendered to the
Government.
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N N . PO S a— amount with the Thromde since the works need to be
QUEINY AJNINT B IV AFYRFARLNHRR] implemented for public benefit, anyhow.
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Finance Committee to come up with a solution on
retaining the balance amount and inform the Finance
Ministry accordingly.
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Agenda 1.3: Revenue Generation and Expenditure from the CD
Account for the Financial Year 2020-2021 by the Finance Division.
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Presentation

The Finance Division presented the income and
expenditure from the Revenue generated for the
Financial Year 2020-2021. The Tshogde members were
informed that there is a deficit of Nu. 101,66,500.60 from
the revenue generated and total expenditure incurred till
May 2020 from the Current Deposit Account.
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Agenda 1.4: Presentation on Financial Year 2021-2022 Budget
Proposal by Finance Division.
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Presentation

A presentation on the financial year 2021-2022 budget
proposal, both on Capital and Current Deposits works
was made by the Finance Division. It was also informed
that the Budget proposals consist of spill over and new
activities. So, there won’t be much issues as the pending
works due for completion within August 2021 can be
included in the closed works.
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Agenda 1.5: Phuentsholing is the economic hub of import & export.
During the COVID pandemic, many private warehouses and go
downs have been operating, thus increasing the risk of transmission.
Therefore, possibility of expansion of Mini Dry Port (MDP), so that
all exports & imports can be channelized from MDP.
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Presentation

The Phuentsholing Maed Tshogpa informed the Tshogde
members that due to the pandemic and the concurrent
lockdowns, the normal import and export activities are
affected and the single MDP has becomes congested. In
order to continue with the regular import of essential
goods, numerous private go-downs and ware houses are
allowed to operate, and this has been increasing the risk
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of spreading the virus. So, if the current MDP can be
extended by acquiring the land currently occupied by
STCBL and GREF areas, this will enhance the effective
working of MDP by channelizing the import & export
through one area. This can also help the country in
curbing the spread of the virus, which is the main
objective of the country.

He also stated that the pandemic has almost 70% of
economic impact on Phuentsholing affecting the
livelihood of the people residing in Phuentsholing.
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Discussion

On this the Member Secretary of the Tshogde, Executive
Secretary explained that Phuentsholing Thromde is the
main export & import hub of Bhutan and entrance of
Indian vehicles inside the private go-downs and ware
houses has become risky to us as the spreading of virus
has been unknown. Expansion of the current MDP (5
Acres of land only) and reducing the no. of private ware
houses will enhance the economy of Phuentsholing
people as the economic activities through MDP can be
escalated and normalized, moreover, the spreading of the
virus can be also reduced. So, STCBL and GREF areas
need to be pooled in for expansion of MDP in line with
the government rules & regulations and also keeping in
mind of the diplomatic relation with India.

The other members of the Tshogde also voiced out their
concerns on the risk of spreading the virus and seconded
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the proposal of expansion of the current Mini-Dry Port
area.
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ﬁ‘“'ﬂa g NNTTRR Bvﬁﬂ;'az;ﬁaq@wﬁ;wq: ﬁﬂ'ﬁaﬂgﬂ'ﬂﬁ# Agenda 1.6: Need of a city bus facility in Pasakha and Pekarzhing

town area by Pasakha Tshogpa.
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student of Pasakha and Pekarzhing studies in
Chumithang where, they have to either walk for 2 or 3
hours or hire a taxi to travel for schooling. The parents
of the students are mostly daily wage earners with low
income and paying taxi fares have been a challenge for
them. So, the city bus service is in dire need for the public
or a primary school has to be constructed in Pasakha
area.
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Discussion

As proposed by the Pasakha Tshogpa, the other
Tshogpas also expressed their views on the need of city
bus services in their constituencies for smooth public
transport. They also opinioned out that, if the operation
of city bus services can be taken over by Thromde
Administration, the grievances of the public can be
resolved.

On this agenda, the Chairperson of the Tshogde, Dasho
Thrompong informed the members that previously there
had been a plan for construction of a school in Pasakha
but due to the industrial pollution in Pasakha area, the
plan has to be changed and the school has been
constructed in Chumithang. Dasho also supported the
opinion of Pasakha in need of city bus facilities in the
constituencies. Also, Dasho passed on the information to
the members that the operation of city bus services was
to be handed over to Thromde Administration but due to
the pandemic and lockdowns in Phuentsholing, the
handing-taking has been delayed. However, once the
situation gets better, Thromde will take over the city bus
operation from Bhutan Post.
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Decision

The Executive Secretary shall take in-charge of
following with Bhutan Post in taking over the City Bus
Service operation along with the operating officials by
Thromde. A proposal to procure new city buses should
be communicated with the Ministry of Finance.
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Agenda 1.7: Grievances raised by the Pekarzhing public on
unresolved issues related to compensation on land pooling.
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Presentation

Pekarzhing Tshogpa reported to the Tshogde members
that out of 524 plots in Pekharzhing Demkhong, 46 plots
have been affected during the 2019 Land Pooling and are
eligible for crop compensation and then 15 plots for
structural compensation. But none of the affected land
owners have been compensated till date. Therefore, the
affected land owners are seeking for the compensation
amount at the earliest to sustain their daily livelihood.
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Discussion

To this, the Land & Survey Services informed the
members that the Land Pooling was done in the financial
year 2019-2020 and the assessment for crop
compensation was also done in the same financial year.
The assessment for structural affects has to be done by
the Infrastructure Division and the assessment was
delayed as the Infrastructure Division had to take it up as
an adhoc work, the assessment got delayed. However,
the crop compensation list was already submitted to the
Ministry of Finance, whereby the Finance Ministry
instructed the Thromde Administration to pay the
compensation from the Thromdes’ capital savings. The
Thromde Management did pay the compensation to the
directly affected land owners but due to insufficient
budget, some land owners were not being paid. Then the
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Thromde Management had decided to submit the list of
eligible but unpaid crop compensation and the structural
compensation recipients to the Ministry of Finance but
got delayed due to the lockdown.

The other Tshogpas also informed the Land Record &
Survey Services that there are some compensation
eligible land owners who are still not paid.

The Executive Secretary explained that it all happened
due to insufficient fund to pay the compensation and it
will be followed-up once the situation gets better and
lockdown gets lifted in Phuentsholing.
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Decision The Tshogde instructed the Land Record & Survey
Services to work with the Tshogpas and finalize the list
of compensation eligibility land owners for further
submission to Ministry of Finance.
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Agenda 1.8: Conduction of Demkhong Zomdu prior to Thromde
Tshogde.
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In line with clause no. 3 under Chapter 3 of the Local Government Act of
Bhutan, the Chairperson shall send a notification for members for the
conduct of the Thromde Tshogde session with specified date and
deadlines for submission of agendas to the LG members. The notification
shall be sent 15 days prior to the session date. Upon receiving the
notification, the Tshogpas shall call for Chiwog Zomdu (a formal meeting
of residents of villages or communities) to discuss agenda for submission
to Thromde Tshogde. The Tshogpas shall maintain the minutes of the
zomdu. The attendance of the participants should be recorded in the
Zomdu register segregated by gender and age.

The agenda for submission to the Thromde Tshogde shall be submitted
by the Tshogpa in writing within the stipulated deadline and any agenda
submitted after the deadline shall be excluded from the Tshogde
discussion, except those endorsed under Any other Business.

END OF AGENDA DISCUSSION
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The Tshogde formally ended with the closing remarks from the Member
Secretary with the note to the Tshogpas to take up extra-responsibility on
sensitizing the public on COVID-19 safety protocols and to take
precautionary measures in combating African swine flu (animal disease),
the recent outbreak in Phuentsholing.

The Executive Secretary also requested the Tshogpas to draft a TOR as
there is need of maintaining the attendance of Tshogpas for financial
benefits.




Karma Chen

Maed Thuemi

Nar Bdr Rai

Nyedra Thuemi

Pravath Rai

Pasakha Thuemi

Santa Man Ghalley

Ricnchending Thuemi

Uttar Kumar Rai

Chairman

Sharmila Limbu

Toed Thuemi

Pompha Devi Ghalley
Pakershing Thuemi



wany [, surysiaye]

L3[[BYD) 1A3(] eydwoy

lwany [, paog

nqui elIueyS

2

!

ueuLiey))

EZ, JBUINY RN
b

13Ny |, SuIpuaydudy

A3[[eyD) uBy BIUES

Ny I vyyesed

1By Yleaesd

NWINY | BIPIAN

ey Ipg] 1eN

[wany I paey

Uy D) BULIBY

47



